Prophylaxis for deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism in the surgical patient.
This article reviews the pathophysiology for the development of deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism in the surgical patient. Patients are stratified into risk groups based on predisposing criteria for the development of thrombosis. Seven modalities of prophylaxis are reviewed with respect to appropriate application. Five major types of surgery are described assessing incidence and prophylaxis of choice. The final section deals with the special consideration of patients with thrombotic disease undergoing surgery.